INDIANA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Rule 7. Graduation Requirements
511 IAC 6-7-1 Definitions

Authority: IC 20-1-1-6

Affected: IC 20-5-2-1.1; IC 20-10.1-4-5

Sec. 1. (a) The definitions in this section apply throughout this rule.

(b) “Academic honors diploma” means a certificate of graduation issued by the governing body of the school corporation certifying that the student has satisfied requirements as specified in section 6.5 of this rule.

(c) “Area of study” means a curriculum area under which course titles can be grouped in order to define concentrations in the student's program to meet the requirements for majors and minors. These curriculum areas are as follows:

(1) English language arts.

(2) Social studies.

(3) Foreign languages.

(4) Mathematics.

(5) Science.

(6) Health, physical education, and safety.

(7) Art.

(8) Music.

(9) Business technology education.

(10) Family and consumer sciences.

(11) Technology education.

Vocational-technical:

(12) Agricultural science and business.

(13) Business services and technology.

(14) Health occupations.

(15) Family and consumer sciences.

(16) Occupational family and consumer sciences.

(17) Trade and industrial education.

(18) Interdisciplinary cooperative education.

(19) Marketing education.

(d) “Credit” means a minimum of two hundred fifty (250) minutes of instruction per week for one (1) semester except in the case of basic physical education. One (1) school year of instruction is required for one (1) credit in basic physical education.

(e) “High school diploma” means a certificate of graduation issued by the governing body of a school corporation certifying that the student has satisfied the minimum requirements for graduation from a high school of the school corporation.

(f) “Major” means six (6) or more credits earned in the same area of study.

(g) “Minor” means four (4) or more credits earned in the same area of study.

(h) “Semester” means half of a regular school year.

(i) “State board” means the Indiana state board of education. (Indiana State Board of Education; Rule G, Sec 1; filed May 8, 1978, 3:21 p.m.: Rules and Regs. 1979, p. 119; filed Mar 29, 1982, 2:25 p.m.: 5 IR 983; filed Aug 26, 1983, 3:04 p.m.: 6 IR 1920; filed Mar 24, 1987, 3:00 p.m.: 10 IR 1694; filed Oct 6, 1997, 5:20 p.m.: 21 IR 385; filed May 28, 1998, 4:57 p.m.: 21 IR 3823) NOTE: Transferred from the commission on general education (510 IAC 9-1-1) to the Indiana state board of education (511 IAC 6-7-1) by P.L.20-1984, SECTION 206, effective July 1, 1984.
511 IAC 6-7-2 Minimum standards; academic honors diploma

Authority: IC 20-1-1-6

Affected: IC 20-5-2-2; IC 20-10.1-4; IC 20-10.1-16-13

Sec. 2. (a) The following general principles are a guide to school corporations in certifying to the state board that students are qualified for high school graduation:

(1) The standards in sections 4 through 7 of this rule [511 IAC 6-7-5 was repealed filed May 28, 1998, 4:57 p.m.: 21 IR 3833.] are minimum requirements for granting a high school diploma. School corporations may establish graduation requirements that exceed these minimum standards, in which case the local standards take precedence.

(2) Students who cannot demonstrate competency in the basic skills necessary for future learning, to the satisfaction of the governing body of the school corporation, shall not be graduated from a high school certified by the board. Subject to IC 20-10.1-16-13, school corporations may, but are not required to, use scores from tests in determining a student's eligibility for a high school diploma.

(3) To help ascertain that graduates of its high school(s) have adequate breadth and depth in their education, school corporations may, but are not required to, prescribe that a given number of majors or minors be accumulated by a student prior to receiving a high school diploma.

(4) The state board recognizes only high school diplomas conferred by schools accredited by the board.

(b) Beginning with the 1988 graduating class, a school corporation may award an academic honors diploma to a student who completes the requirements specified in section 6.5 of this rule. Beginning with the 1990 graduating class, a school corporation shall award an academic honors diploma to a student who completes the requirements specified in section 6.5 of this rule. (Indiana State Board of Education; Rule G, Sec 2; filed May 8, 1978, 3:21 p.m.: Rules and Regs. 1979, p. 119; filed Aug 26, 1983, 3:04 p.m.: 6 IR 1921; filed Mar 24, 1987, 3:00 p.m.: 10 IR 1695; filed Oct 6, 1997, 5:20 p.m.: 21 IR 385) NOTE: Transferred from the commission on general education (510 IAC 9-1-2) to the Indiana state board of education (511 IAC 6-7-2) by P.L.20-1984, SECTION 206, effective July 1, 1984.
511 IAC 6-7-3 Major and minor areas of study (Repealed)
Sec. 3. (Repealed by Indiana State Board of Education; filed Mar 24, 1987, 3:00 pm: 10 IR 1698)
511 IAC 6-7-4 Semester requirements; waiver

Authority: IC 20-1-1-6

Affected: IC 20-10.1

Sec. 4. (a) To be graduated from a high school, a pupil shall attend at least seven (7) semesters in grades 9 through 12.

(b) A school corporation may, under procedures adopted by the governing body, waive the seven (7) semester requirement if:

(1) failure to waive the requirement would effectively prevent the student from graduating from high school; or

(2) the student likely would have qualified for a gifted and talented education program waiver had it been available, and:

(A) the waiver is for the purpose of enrolling in an accredited postsecondary educational institution, and the student has been accepted for enrollment; or

(B) the waiver is for the purpose of furthering the student's education through military enlistment and the student has an enlistment contract that contains an educational component.

(c) A decision of a high school to deny a request for waiver may be appealed to the superintendent, and a decision of a superintendent to deny a request for a waiver may be appealed to the governing body of the school corporation.

(d) Local decisions on requests for waivers shall be documented. (Indiana State Board of Education; Rule G-1, Sec 2; filed May 8, 1978, 3:21 p.m.: Rules and Regs. 1979, p. 120; filed Jun 29, 1981, 4:30 p.m.: 4 IR 1493; filed Aug 26, 1983, 3:04 p.m.: 6 IR 1921; filed Mar 24, 1987, 3:00 p.m.: 10 IR 1696; filed Oct 6, 1997, 5:20 p.m.: 21 IR 386) NOTE: Transferred from the commission on general education (510 IAC 9-2-2) to the Indiana state board of education (511 IAC 6-7-4) by P.L.20-1984, SECTION 206, effective July 1, 1984.
511 IAC 6-7-5 Credits; required courses (Repealed)
Sec. 5. (Repealed by Indiana State Board of Education; filed May 28, 1998, 4:57 p.m.: 21 IR 3833)
511 IAC 6-7-6 Required and elective credits

Authority: IC 20-1-1-6

Affected: IC 20-10.1-4-7

Sec. 6. (a) After August 15, 1988, a minimum of thirty-eight (38) credits is necessary for high school graduation. Twenty-two (22) of the credits shall be earned in the areas of study specified in subsection (b), and sixteen (16) of the credits shall be earned from courses in these and other areas of study listed in subsection (b) and 511 IAC 6.1-5.1.

(b) The twenty-two (22) required credits consist of the following:

(1) Language arts
8 credits

(2) Social studies
4 credits

(3) Mathematics
4 credits

(4) Science
4 credits

(5) Health and safety
1 credit

(6) Basic physical education
1 credit

(c) Courses that may be counted toward the required credits prescribed in subsection (b) are subject to the following provisions:

(1) A minimum of six (6) credits of the language arts requirement shall be from the English language arts area of study and are to provide a balance of writing, reading, listening, speaking, grammar, literature, and media studies. For students with a major in a vocational-technical program, two (2) credits may be from business technology education, family and consumer sciences, technology education, or vocational-technical courses having predominately language arts content. For students who successfully complete a Level III foreign language course, two (2) credits of the language arts requirement may be waived.

(2) The social studies requirement shall include two (2) credits in United States history, one (1) credit in United States government, and one (1) credit in another social studies course.

(3) A minimum of two (2) credits of the mathematics requirement shall be from the mathematics area of study. For students with a major in a vocational-technical program, two (2) credits may be from business technology education, family and consumer sciences, technology education, or vocational-technical courses having predominately mathematics content.

(4) Subject to the provisions of subdivisions (5) through (7), the health and safety credit shall be from a course in the health, physical education, and safety area of study that has comprehensive health education content.

(5) Before July 1, 2000, the health and safety requirement may be waived for a student with either a minor or major in family and consumer sciences if the student's program includes three (3) credits from the family and consumer sciences courses of consumer education, nutrition and food, and interpersonal relations and a fourth credit from one (1) of the following courses:

(A) Child development.

(B) Human development.

(C) Family health.

(6) After June 30, 1998, the health and safety credit may be waived for a student if the student's program includes three (3) credits from the following family and consumer sciences courses:

(A) Child development and parenting.

(B) Human development and family wellness.

(C) Interpersonal relationships.

(D) Nutrition and wellness.

(E) Orientation to life and careers or adult roles and responsibilities.

(7) One (1) credit substitution of either a science, family and consumer sciences, or any health, physical education, and safety credit may be used to fulfill the health and safety requirement for students qualifying under the religious objection provision of IC 20-10.1-4-7 (hygiene instruction).

(8) The four (4) credits of science shall include content from more than one (1) of the major science discipline categories, which are life science, physical science, and earth and space science. For students with a major in a vocational-technical program, two (2) credits may be from business technology education, family and consumer sciences, technology education, or vocational-technical courses having predominately science content.

(Indiana State Board of Education; 511 IAC 6-7-6; filed Aug 26, 1983, 3:04 p.m.: 6 IR 1922; filed Mar 24, 1987, 3:00 p.m.: 10 IR 1696; filed Oct 6, 1997, 5:20 p.m.: 21 IR 386; filed Oct 31, 1997, 8:45 a.m.: 21 IR 954; filed May 28, 1998, 4:57 p.m.: 21 IR 3823) NOTE: Transferred from the commission on general education (510 IAC 9-2-3.1) to the Indiana state board of education (511 IAC 6-7-6) by P.L.20-1984, SECTION 206, effective July 1, 1984.
511 IAC 6-7-6.1 Required and elective credits; 2000-2001 school year

Authority: IC 20-1-1-6

Affected: IC 20-10.1-4-7; IC 20-10.1-5.7-3

Sec. 6.1. (a) Beginning with students who enter high school in the 2000-2001 school year, a minimum of forty (40) credits is necessary for high school graduation. Twenty-four (24) of the credits shall be earned in the areas of study specified in subsection (b), and sixteen (16) of the credits shall be earned from courses in these and other areas of study listed in subsection (b) and 511 IAC 6.1-5.1.

(b) The twenty-four (24) required credits consist of the following:

(1) Language arts
8 credits

(2) Social studies
4 credits

(3) Mathematics
4 credits

(4) Science
4 credits

(5) Additional credits in the areas above or in technology competency
2 credits

(6) Health and education
1 credit

(7) Basic physical education
1 credit

(c) Courses that may be counted toward the required credits prescribed in subsection (b) are subject to the following provisions:

(1) A minimum of six (6) credits of the language arts requirement shall be from the English language arts area of study and is to provide a balance of writing, reading, listening, speaking, grammar, literature, and media studies. Two (2) credits may be from business technology, family and consumer sciences, technology education, or vocational-technical courses having predominately language arts content. For students who successfully complete a Level III foreign language course, two (2) credits of the language arts requirement may be waived.

(2) The social studies requirement shall include two (2) credits in United States history, one (1) credit in United States government, and one (1) credit in another social studies course or in global economics or consumer economics.

(3) A minimum of two (2) credits of the mathematics requirement shall be from the mathematics area of study. Two (2) credits may be from business technology, family and consumer sciences, technology education, or vocational-technical courses having predominately mathematics content.

(4) Subject to subdivisions (5) through (7), the health and education credit shall be from a course in the health and physical education area of study that has comprehensive health education content.

(5) The health education credit may be waived for a student if the student’s program includes three (3) credits from the family and consumer sciences courses:

(A) Child development and parenting.

(B) Human development and family wellness.

(C) Interpersonal relationships.

(D) Nutrition and wellness.

(E) Orientation to life and careers or adult roles and responsibilities.

(6) One (1) credit substitution of either a science, family and consumer sciences, or health and physical education credit may be used to fulfill the health education requirement for students qualifying under the religious objection provision of IC 20-10.1-4-7 (hygiene instruction).

(7) The four (4) credits of science shall include content from more than one (1) of the major science discipline categories, which are life science, physical science, and earth and space science. Two (2) credits may be from business technology, family and consumer sciences, technology education, or vocational-technical courses having predominately science content.

(8) The technology competency requirement may be fulfilled by completing courses from the following:

(A) Computer applications.

(B) Computer applications, advanced.

(C) Computer keyboarding/document formatting.

(D) Computer programming.

(E) Business technology lab I.

(F) Business technology lab II.

(G) Computerized accounting services.

(H) Computer operations and/or programming.

(I) Introduction to computer applications.

(J) Computer graphics.

(K) Communications processes.

(L) Technology systems.

(M) Two (2) credits in business technology, family and consumer sciences, technology education, or vocational-technical courses having predominately technology content taught through a project-based approach.

(9) The technology competency requirement may be met by completing a student project that addresses individual, workplace, or community needs and demonstrates the ability to:

(A) evaluate, select, and apply appropriate technology tools and resources;

(B) use telecommunications tools and resources to meet needs for collaboration, research, publication, communications, and productivity;

(C) use technology tools for managing and exchanging information;

(D) use technology tools for information analysis, problem-solving, and decision making; and

(E) design, develop, publish, and disseminate information, models, or other creative products that include printed information and graphics, charts, tables, or other visual elements.

A student who meets the technology competency requirement by demonstrating these performances shall be given two (2) credits in computer applications.

(Indiana State Board of Education; 511 IAC 6-7-6.1; filed Mar 27, 2000, 9:07 a.m.: 23 IR 1999)
