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Indiana Department of Education

State House, Room 229, Indianapolis, IN 46204-2798

Telephone:  317-232-6610

To:
Indiana School Counselors

Cc:
Indiana School Principals

From:
Sue Reynolds, Guidance and Counseling Specialist


Kelly Dunn, School Counselor Consultant

Date:
August 15, 2003

Re:
Indiana Gold Star School Counseling Workshop Series
You are invited to send a team to the Indiana Gold Star School Counseling Workshop Series.  This four-part workshop series will be held during the 2003-2004 school year.  Through participation in the workshop series, schools will design and implement a comprehensive, developmental, and accountable school counseling program.

	Indiana Gold Star School Counseling

Workshop Series

Dates:

October 1, 2003
February 8, 2004

December 10, 2003
April 19, 2004

Location:

Indiana Government Center South

Indianapolis, Indiana

Times:

10:00 am – 4:00 pm

Registration:

Submit the enclosed registration form 

and assurances page.

Cost:

No cost (lunch on your own)

School Selection Criteria:

Schools will be selected from those submitting complete applications on a first-come, first served basis with consideration given to building level, geographic location, and school size.

Deadline:

September 19, 2003




School counseling plays an important role in raising student achievement.  

· Sound school counseling programs help students make smooth transitions in their lives – to middle school, to high school, to postsecondary education, to careers, and to responsible citizenship.  

· Sound school counseling programs help students make positive educational decisions including the decisions to attend school, complete homework assignments, and take rigorous academic courses. 

· Sound school counseling programs help young people have dreams, understand the steps required for turning their dreams to reality, and develop the motivation required to take those steps.  

· Sound school counseling programs help young people overcome personal and social problems that interfere with learning.

Indiana Gold Star School Counseling Initiatives:  Indiana Gold Star School Counseling is a collection of initiatives aimed at providing a foundation upon which comprehensive, developmental, and accountable school counseling programs can emerge in Indiana’s schools.  These initiatives include new licensing standards for school counselors, student standards for guidance (voluntary), program standards for school counseling (voluntary), new resources for counselors and students, and professional development opportunities for schools wishing to transform their school counseling program.  Additional information about these initiatives can be found at http://asai.indstate.edu/goldstar.htm.  The Indiana Department of Education, Indiana Commission for Higher Education, Indiana School Counselor Association, and Indiana Association of School Principals support these Indiana Gold Star School Counseling initiatives.  

P.L. 221 and No Child Left Behind:  Sound school counseling programs support the expectations found in P.L. 221 and No Child Left Behind.  School counseling programs can be designed to help address the required components of P.L. 221 including parental participation in the school, safe and disciplined learning environment, and Academic Honors Diploma and Core 40 (high school).  As the Education Trust explains, a major role of school counselors is to create a supportive environment for achievement.  The Trust explains that counselors do this by analyzing and sharing achievement data, raising probing questions, serving as a voice for students left behind, and encouraging students to achieve at a higher level.  In this way, school counseling programs are integral to meeting the requirements of P.L. 221 and No Child Left Behind.

ASCA National Standards and the ASCA National Model:  Indiana Gold Star School Counseling aligns with both the American School Counselor Association (ASCA) National Standards and the new ASCA National Model.  Schools implementing the Indiana Program Standards for School Counseling will meet ASCA’s expectations for both of these ASCA initiatives.

Gold Star School Recognition:  Schools implementing the Indiana Program Standards for School Counseling (addressed in the workshop series) may apply for recognition as an “Indiana Gold Star School Counseling School.”  Schools will submit a portfolio and those meeting the Indiana Program Standards for School Counseling will be recognized at various state events.  These schools will also receive a special logo to use on their school’s print materials.

Why attend?   The benefits of participating in the Gold Star School Counseling Workshop Series include:

· Opportunity to establish a comprehensive, developmental school counseling program that reaches all students

· Opportunity to establish a data-driven and accountable school counseling program

· Access to the following tools:

· Step-by-step transformation process

· Power Point presentations (with speaker notes)

· Word documents templates

· Significant technical support

· Networking opportunity with other schools also striving to transform their school counseling program.

Questions?  Questions should be addressed to either of the following people at the Indiana Department of Education:

	Sue Reynolds

Guidance and Counseling Specialist

317-232-9172

reynolds@doe.state.in.us
	Kelly Dunn

School Counselor Consultant

317-232-9189

kdunn@doe.state.in.us
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